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Two week holiday in Bergerac

East of Bordeaux, France

A couple of years ago we were searching on the internet for cycling holidays in France and came across what looked like a great place to stay as a fixed accommodation point. We put it in the favourites and thought no more about it and went off to Spain and Italy cycling on our tandem. Earlier this year we were discussing the plans for 2009 and saw the advert for the ‘French Oasis Holidays’ in the magazine which relit our previous enthusiasm for the place and encouraged us to book two weeks in September 2009.

Our enthusiasm was not misplaced; we had a fantastic cycling holiday in one of their gites just south of Bergerac. The welcome from Gordon and Jane Barnes was excellent, the meal Jane cooked for us for the Saturday and Sunday evenings was lovely and they were very willing to share cycling routes and to give advice and help.

They provided us with very detailed and easy to follow route cards and ideas for diversions from them. Which ever way you leave the accommodation you find varying terrain but it is mostly rolling with no major hills unless you venture the 20km to Bergerac itself (hill is on the return trip). Anyone going needs the IGN map 56(1cm=1km). 

The accommodation was spacious, well thought through with all of the facilities you could need. There are two gites (6 and 4 person) and a studio for 2 as well as B&B. We stayed in the 4 person gite which was right alongside the pool. (The photographs of the place you see on their website are a true reflection of the place). Cycle storage was large and very secure and Gordon was handy for advice on any mechanical problems. There is a good cycle shop in Bergerac; asking for disk brake pads was simple after Gordon helped us with the French translation in preparation!

A range of bikes can be hired including a tandem and also a 2CV!

We travelled via ferry from Portsmouth to St Malo then circa 400 miles arriving at 3.45pm and returning on the Sunday ferry back to Portsmouth having spent Saturday night in a hotel in Dinan. You can fly into Bergerac airport and you can be picked up by Gordon or Jane.

We had such a tremendous time we booked before we left for another two weeks in September 2010 and the other two couples who were there also booked; an indication, we believe of the quality of the accommodation and the cycling experience in the area.

We took our Santana Beyond Tandem which has S&S couplings and fits neatly in a case and sits in the boot of the car.

We are looking forward to September 2010 and more safe and exciting cycling in France.

Mr & Mrs N



Website :www.frenchoasisholidays.com
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